Kameswara should be forthwith celebrated according to the Dharma-Shastras and
with great eclat. Also, as Devi Lalita resembled him and was therefore like a sister
to him, he should give Her away as bride to Kamesvara. Thereupon, while divine
music swelled and flowers rained from the firmament. Lord Vishnu poured water in
consonance with the Shastras and put Devi Lalita's hand in that of Kameswara,
uniting them in wedlock in the presence of all celestials, while apsaras danced and
devas sang praises extolling the Eternal Pair, who, though ever one, manifested
themselves as the inseparable Pair for the purpose of creation. Then, in accordance
with tradition, they began to make offerings to Her as the active, Shakti" principle
of the Eternal Pair. Brahma presented Her with a sugarcane-bow, hard as diamond
and indestructible; Vishnu gave her Arrows of ever-fresh flowers in an inexhaustible
Sheath. Varuna the Lord of the Waters offered Her a Noose in the shape of live
Snakes (Naga Pasam), Viswakarma gave Devi a Goad (Ankusa). Agni presented
Her with a Crown while the Sun and the Moon gave Her a Kundala each for Her
ears; Sagara the Storehouse of all gems made an offering of many a gem-studded
jewel; Devendra gave a wine-vessel that is ever-full; Kubera a necklace of Chintamani
Gems; Vishnu presented her with a gem-decked umbrella as a symbol of supreme
sovereignty, followed by Ganga and Yamuna who made presents of fascinating fans
and whisks for waving on either side of the sovereign Pair; Brahma, Vasavas, Rudras,
Adityas, Aswinis, Dikpalas, Maruta, Sadhyas, Gandharvas and Pramadheswaras
also made offering of diamond-hard arrows and other weapons similar to their
own,each according to his status and rank. They gave Her also a chariot with horses
capable of traveling with the speed of thought, virile, making free from illness and
fatigue, as well as hunger and thirst.

THE CORONATION OF LALITA

In order to take the newly-wedded couple in procession to the Durbar Hall in
the palace of Sri Nagara, Brahma got prepared a magnificent chariot by name
Kusumakaram, sweetly fragrant with the scent of celestial flora, well supplied with
invincible weapons of every available variety, and capable of traveling anywhere:

on earth or in the firmament, and well equipped with all desirable articles. He who
approached this wondrous chariot, near enough to inhale its fine fragrance, was
instantly freed from all illusions, illnesses, hunger or thirst; thus freed from all wants
he became filled with unalloyed joy and peace of mind.

As Sri Devi Lalita and Kamesvara boarded the Chariot Kusumakar, the Golden
Umbrella was held over them while the fan whisks were waved beside them. In
front of them unfurled and flapped the "Ananda-Dwaja" the Flag of Bliss. As the
Chariot moved, flowers fell from the firmament and celestial music sounded amid
the blare of trumpets and conches and beating of drums; pipes and stringed
instruments filled the air with their enchanting music, while apsarasxianced and fair
maidens strew the path with fragrant flowers. Surrounded on all sides by devas and
celestials, the Chariot moved slowly and majestically along all the streets of Sri
Nagara. From every house, on either side of the streets, were made offering of
sacred akshata and flowers, and incense and camphor-lights. When the Chariot
reached the Durbar Hall in the Palace, the Celestial Pair alighted amid the recitation
of Vedas and the waving of camphor-lights.
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